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• Prayer of Salvation 

“Put On the Whole 
Armor of God, so 
that you can take 

your stand against 
the devil’s schemes. 
For our struggle is 

not against flesh and 
blood, but against 
the rulers, against 

the authorities, 
against the powers 
of this dark world 

and against the spir-
itual forces of evil in 
the heavenly realms.” 

Ephesians 6:10-20 

 

Belt of Truth 

Breastplate of Right-
eousness 

Gospel of Peace 

Shield of Faith 

Helmet of Salvation 

Sword of the Spirit 

What an amazing start to 
2021 we have experi-
enced as a church family. 
Maybe the old expression 
of “…taking three steps 
forward, followed by two 
steps back”…would seem 
to apply! Many times, life 

seems to move in such a manner (however, 
always remember that the end result is still 
“one step forward”). And, just as our sermon 
series through Revelation has shown us that 
life is filled with battles but ultimately God 
wins, so too the end result of “one step for-
ward” is good!   

The celebration of life service for Steve Snyder 
was a significant God moment. We miss him, 
but are also thankful to God for Steve being 
such a major part of the beginning and devel-
opment of this church. God gave him great 
gifts and Steve served God with them. All of us 
were blessed. I also want to thank you each 
one who attended and/or helped with the ser-
vice.    

I personally believe that our greatest challenge 
as Christians in 2021 will be in our knowing, 
believing and living out God’s truth. There are 
many attacks against God’s truth. Some are 
small and may seem insignificant, but others 
are already aggressively working against truth.  
My encouragement to you is that you truly 
‘know truth’ and ‘daily live out’ the truth you 

know. This is a time for the culture of God to 
move into the culture of our society. The re-
cent trend has been a movement from the op-
posite direction. Our culture’s ‘norms, beliefs 
and truths’ have invaded or sometimes even 
replaced the ‘norms, beliefs and truths’ of God 
and His culture. Remember our study of Reve-
lation taught us that the “kingdom of this 
world will become the Kingdom of Our God 
and of His Christ.” That’s where we are head-
ing. Of course, evil remains evil and works 
against God and all who follow Him. But we 
know how it will end. God wins. Prepare daily 
for your spiritual journey. Read God’s Bible. 
Pray to Him. Put on God’s spiritual armor and 
stand strong for Him. (Ephesians 6:10-20) 

Soon after I celebrated my 70th birthday (three 
years ago), I mentioned to the church board 
that they would need to begin thinking through 
a transition process for the time I would retire.  
In this NLC Newsletter, you will find an excel-
lent article from Tim Lexen describing this pro-
cess during the past year. I am so very encour-
aged and excited for the future of NLC. Lois 
and I have deeply loved and enjoyed our years 
here. They have been a delight. And we look 
forward to seeing God take NLC deeper and 
further into His plan and will.   

You are loved and deeply appreciated, 

Pastor Dennis 

A Note from Pastor Dennis 



“Steve was a member of the worship team since the church’s formation. I’ve never played with such a gifted keyboard-
ist before, but he was an even better friend. Steve often directly impacted everyone on the worship team with his 
kindness and sincerity, and you could just tell that his love for the Lord was just overflowing from him, which showed 
in his worship. He never lost his sense of humor, which in itself was a blessing during his struggle. I thank God for 
knowing him and playing with him. He’s greatly missed.” —John Tschernach, NLC Worship Team Leader 

In Loving Memory of our Beloved 

Brother, Steve Snyder 

1954—2021 

Over 40 years at: 

From those who knew and loved him… Steve = what you can look like when you fall in love with 

Jesus—humble—genuine—punster—wry sense of humor—fun—kind—gracious—friendly—loving—

gifted musician—calming voice—his own person—unashamed— a truly great man—a God-given 

brother—loved the outdoors—adventurous—down to earth—a servant’s heart—gentle—sensitive to 

others’ needs—served and encouraged others—eternal joy—faithful—one of a kind! 

Ads By Air  

 

“Well done, good and faithful servant” 

Matthew 25:23 

NLC 
and 



Worship Team Updates 

$15 General or $30 Meet & Greet VIP 

(suggested donation for NLC to be able to offer this event) 

Pick up your tickets TODAY—limited seating—don’t wait until it’s too late!  

Jason Gray in Concert  

March 7, 6:00 PM 

Tickets available at NLC office or 715-822-5502 

Last month, these two handsome, young men were hon-
ored at a luncheon celebrating their next big steps in life. 
Worship leader, John Tschernach shares, “Christian Peder-
son played electric guitar, and Grant Crown was on vocals. 
They were both full members of the worship team. Chris-
tian has a great jazz style and Grant has a wonderful tim-

bre to his voice. Through 
our time together we 
were immensely blessed 
by their commitment to 
the Lord and worship. 
We pray that God holds 
them as they do the 
tasks set before them.” 

Christian (on the left) is 
the 22 year old son of 
Becky and Bryce Peder-
son. He has moved to 
Houston, Texas to take a 
7 1/2 month training 
course for commercial 

diving. His skill of welding will be added to many other 
skills and when his training is complete, he will be able to 
travel anywhere in the world there is a need for work to 
be done under water. He has been involved with the 
Northern Lakes youth group and worship team for the 
past few years, so he will be greatly missed. He would real-
ly appreciate knowing that his church family is continually 
praying for him, as he begins this new adventure. 

Grant (on the right) is a member of the Iowa National 
Guard and is heading overseas on deployment after a 
short training period in the States. Grant’s parents are 
Christy and Michael Sainburg and Greg Crown. He is 22. 
Grant has lots of ideas for future plans, but he is unsure 
which direction he will go. But, he fully expects God to 
guide his steps. 

“The steps of a man are established by the Lord, when he 
delights in his way;” 

Psalm 37:23 ESV 

NEWEST WORSHIP TEAM MEMBERS...back in October, Cody Ross joined the team on electric guitar. He is a 
phenomenal guitar player and used to play with Bruce and Jen Wozniak. Cody also plays acoustic and bass.  

COMING SOON…. Kale’a Hammond (17), Jordan and Amanda’s eldest daughter, auditioned two weeks ago and did a 
phenomenal job! She auditioned for vocals and will now sit in with the band at practice for four Sunday’s and then will 
be joining the team on stage!    

CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME,  CODY & KALE’A!! 

Let’s continue to share our memories and stories with each other on how Steve Snyder has touched our lives. 
We miss him terribly BUT GOD has welcomed him home. WWIB 103.7 has a few podcasts available as they 
remembered Steve with each other, friends, listeners, and family. They are a joy and comfort to listen to at 
this time. You can go to www.WWIB.com to listen, or the WWIB Facebook page. Steve worked at WWIB 
since 1979! His memorial service at NLC on 2/6 will also be available to watch on Northern Lakes Church—
YouTube and at www.northernlakeschurch.com at your convenience. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wwib.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9265fe54be7143d0c06808d8c91dacb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637480476576723743%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJB
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.northernlakeschurch.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9265fe54be7143d0c06808d8c91dacb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637480476576723743%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQI


Background: For about two years 

we (board, pastors and staff) have 

been discussing Pastor Dennis’s re-

tirement. We’ve been working 

closely with staff from our Wesley-

an church district, (we are part of 

the Great Lakes Region/GLR consisting of Wisconsin, Mich-

igan and Illinois): Dan Bickle, who works in the area of pas-

toral care; and Jack Lynn, who works in the area of leader-

ship development.  

Dan and Jack met with the church board in August 2020 to 

start our succession planning process. The Wesleyan 

Church has a formal process that we have been following; 

this includes various milestones, as well as help and re-

sources.  

Succession Planning: Three of us from the church board – 

Vickie Beneke, Jim Hagley and myself – have been a sort of 

succession planning work group or committee. We started 

special meetings last September, working closely with the 

pastors, staff and the rest of the board. We worked on the 

overall process and timeframe, as well as some critical 

parts of the process.  

We pulled together and edited the following two docu-

ments to help guide our thinking, and to be used in the 

process. 

The Church Profile describes our background, who we are, 

and where we see ourselves going (our vision). This in-

cludes ideas and information collected over the past 2-3 

years from many of you, including work done in assess-

ment and strategic planning workshops. This document is 

available now on the church website under the “About” 

tab, where it can also be downloaded as a pdf and printed. 

It is also available in printed form at our Welcome Desk or 

from Heidi. 

The Pastor Profile describes what criteria we are looking 

for in a pastor. This was helpful in drafting the Lead Pastor 

ad and will be used as a screening tool when interviewing 

candidates. 

We also formed a Search Team in November. This includes 

Julie Monson, Kevin McClain, Rob Beneke, Mark 

Renstrom, Jake Friberg, and myself. We have met seven 

times, including an afternoon training session by the GLR 

in December, and worked closely with the church board to 

draft the Lead Pastor position description and place the 

ad. The position was posted on the national Wesleyan 

website (wesleyan.org/jobs) on Monday, January 25. The 

Search Team has started receiving and reviewing applica-

tions from candidates. 

Next Steps: The next step will be to hold preliminary inter-

views with candidates by phone or virtual meetings. We 

will use a list of questions developed by the Search Team 

and approved by the church board. After we hold the pre-

liminary interviews, we will be checking the references of 

the preferred candidates. Then the list of qualified candi-

dates will be sent to the GLR for review and approval.  

This will be followed by a second round of interviews, in-

cluding interview with the spouse, if there is one. We will 

also check a second layer of references. The Search Team 

will recommend one candidate to the church board, and 

the board will review that candidate.  

If the board approves that 

candidate, the candidate will 

then be reviewed in depth by 

the GLR staff. GLR staff will 

conduct background and cred-

it checks, check transcripts, do 

a salary review, administer a 

leadership competency test 

(the Simmons Personal Inventory Test), and hold a theolo-

gy interview. 

After this, the candidate will be invited to visit for a week-

end, with family, to meet the congregation and preach. At 

the end of this weekend – or sometime after this weekend 

– the congregation will vote on the candidate. 

Please be in prayer earnestly for our church, the candi-

dates, the Search Team and the church board as we move 

ahead. There is a great need for God's guidance and wis-

dom as we talk with candidates and make decisions. 

Please pray that we would be sensitive to God's leading, 

and that we would  "understand what is right and just and 

fair -- every good path" (Proverbs 2:9). 

NLC Succession Planning Underway, by Tim Lexen 



Celebrating Life! 

Marie Katherine Cordes 

Proud parents Dallas and Carissa Cordes welcomed their 

sweet baby girl on November 25, 2020 

“She’s the most precious little girl and our love grows for 

her more and more every day.” 

Ira Campbell Simonis 

Blessed parents Aaron and Sarah Simonis welcomed 

their second child on December, 3, 2020 

Born Again!  A Spiritual Rebirth 

This is your personal acceptance and commitment to our Lord, welcoming the LIFE OF GOD into your spirit! Christ IN 

you is the hope of glory—eternal life. Celebrating being born again and sharing your testimony with others is power-

ful—especially with those who have not yet accepted Jesus as their Lord. For some being born again happens at a 

young age, for others it happens mid-life, some find Him in their sunset years, while others—on their death beds.  

“Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”  Read John chapter 3 

Be sure to check out “Before You Go” on the last page on how to be born again. Today could be your rebirthday! 

Ronald Neitge, age 68, passed 

away January 5, 2021. Many of 

you know his wife, Vicky, who 

attended the NLC ladies bible 

study on Fridays, and his step-

daughter, Heidi Richey, NLC office 

administrator. Ron and Vicky often 

attended Full Gospel Church in 

Shell Lake, but were no strangers 

to Northern Lakes Church. They’ve attended many events 

and concerts here. Ron was first in line to buy Jason Gray 

tickets when first available at our Christmas Concert. 

“Saying goodbye to Ron Neitge is not very easy to do” was 

Bill Thornley’s introduction to an article in the Spooner 

Advocate’s sports page on January 27. The Spooner 

community lost a “very special person”. A 1971 Spooner 

High graduate, Ron began a 47-year career as a WIAA 

referee in 1974, “dressed in stripes, whistle ready to 

blow” captioned a photo of Ron in his coaching glory. Ron 

loved all things sports, was a devoted Vikings fan, and was 

considered “Mr. Fantasy Football” in Spooner.  

Please keep Vicky and Heidi and the many who knew and 

loved Ron in your prayers at this time. 

Entering Eternal Life 



NEW Greeter and Usher Leaders 

So excited to welcome Micah and Chloe Schrock into this leadership role on the First 

Impressions Team as of January 1! This pleasant and faithful couple are committed to  

building a core team of like-minded volunteers ready to receive new guests and visi-

tors, as well  friends and long-time members. Friendly faces, kind gestures, and ex-

tending courtesy to others are a few features sought after in NLC Greeters and Ushers. 

Please contact Micah or Chloe if you are interested in joining their crew! 

TWO New Small Groups 

YOUNG FAMILIES BIBLE STUDY 

When/Where: Thursdays 5:30—7:30 PM in the Ark 

Contact: Aaron Simonis, 920-248-1364 

They are currently going through Revelations; go-

ing through the chapters that the Pastors will be 

preaching on the following Sunday. 

Any young families, married or not, are welcome. 

Not required to attend every week. Come when 

you can. The kids usually play in the nursery or gym 

(no child care is provided). 

WOMEN, SINGLE, COLLEGE/CAREER PROFESSIONALS 

When/Where: 2nd and 4th Tuesdays 5:30—7:00 PM 

in the Dome (Youth Center) 

Contact: Kelly Bagley, 715-419-1882 

Currently studying The Image of God, by Glenn Sun-

shine. The purpose of this group is to offer spiritual 

growth and encouragement. Not required to attend 

every group; attend anytime. 

Ruby’s Pantry Update 

Ruby’s Pantry, a faith-based organization that procures 

and distributes corporate surplus food and goods, selected 

a new location for their winter distributions. They have 

been setting up at the Cumberland Fire Hall with great suc-

cess. The address is 1060 Water Street in Cumberland. 

Participants will continue to register with an outside 

attendant in the 3M parking lot around 7:30 AM ($20 rec-

ommended donation per bundle) the first Saturday of eve-

ry month unless otherwise noted; wait in line in their cars 

until it opens around 9:00; and will be directed to drive to 

the east side of the Fire Hall  to collect their bundles while 

remaining in their warm vehicles.  

We ask for prayers for all involved; may this solution be 

safe and successful; may the community continue to be 

blessed with these bundles of food and supplies, as many 

rely on this program.  

If you are interested in volunteering with the monthly dis-

tribution, please contact Penny Runberg via the NLC office. 

 Jesus was in a small 
group… just sayin’ 

(change happens in small groups) 



Northern Lakes Church 

825 Eighth Avenue 

Cumberland, WI 54829 

715-822-5502 

Office@northernlakeschurch.com 

Pr. Dennis Wright and Pr. Tim Wright 

On-Site Saturday Svc 5:30 PM (Masks)  

On-Site Sunday Svc @ 10:00 AM  

Sunday Children’s Church 10:00 AM 

On-Line Service Option is Available 

(Refer to Church emails for updates) 

The Newsletter Contact: 

Laura Grant 

651-690-0406 call or text 

lauramaegrant@outlook.com 

Before you go... 
Dear Reader, 

We hope that you enjoyed The Newsletter and that 

YOU know YOU are loved! If you are new to Northern 

Lakes Church, are our guest, a frequent attendee, or 

just happened across this newsletter, please know that 

you are welcomed HERE. God loves you SO much. 

Know that as the Truth. 

If you do not yet have a personal relationship with 

Christ and are ready to welcome Him into your life, 

please take a moment right now and pray the follow-

ing prayer out loud… 

Dear Lord Jesus, 

I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for 

Your forgiveness. I believe You died for my 

sins and rose from the dead. I turn from 

my sins and invite You to come into my 

heart and life. I want to trust and fallow 

You as my Lord and Savior. In Jesus name, 

Amen. 

If you believe this and prayed it, my friend, you are 

Born Again!!! Please contact either Pastor Dennis or 

Pastor Tim from this church, one of our members, or 

another Bible-based church if you choose. It is im-

portant to get some guidance, support, and fellowship 

to help you walk with Christ from this day forward! 

Happy Birthday!! 

Welcome to the Body of Christ! 

Reminders on how to stay  

informed: 
You can stay up-to-date on NLC news by reviewing emails 

that come through from the office email. If you’d like to 

be added to the What’s Happening email list, contact the 

office at Office@northernlakeschurch.com; go to our 

website at www.northernlakeschurch.com and explore; 

check us out on FaceBook; check in at the Welcome Cen-

ter; and review the weekly bulletin (emailed and paper 

copy during services).  

If you are new to Northern Lakes Church, we’d love to 

meet you, give you a tour, share our Mission, Vision, and 

Values with you and more. Please stop at the Welcome 

Center before or after the Sunday Service, or call/visit the 

office during the week, Tuesday—Friday 8:00 AM to Noon 

(contact info is below). We are excited to have you here! 

And for any Newsletter reader, please contact Laura 

Grant if you have any comments or suggestions. Let me 

know if your ministry has any updates, if you’d like to 

submit a book review, if you would like to share a birth or 

other life event with our church family, etc…. 

COMING SOON… in our next Newsletter, we’ll introduce 

you to Leap for Joy… a dance ministry that combines bal-

let, lyrical ballet and worship. Young girls ages 4-12 can 

still sign up for the dance classes held at NLC on Mondays 

4:15-5:45 PM by contacting Nacole Rodriguez at 715-419-

2080. The girls are practicing 

to perform at Cumberland 

Care and Rehab in April, as 

well as a special performance 

at an NLC church service. 


